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Where the Crawdads Sing Book Club Questions 

1. How does the marsh setting affect or shape Kya’s story? Describe how the setting 

functions almost as another character in the book.  

2. What was the series of events that resulted in Kya living all by herself in the marsh? 

Who were the people who could’ve taken care of her? What do you think would’ve been 

better choices for the characters to make?  

3. How do you think Kya’s growing up in isolation affect her?  

4. How realistic do you think Kya’s life in the marsh is? Do you believe it’s possible for a girl 

to survive the way Kya did in the book?  

5. How does Kya’s relationship with nature affect her worldview? Give some examples of 

how her observations in nature impacted her decision-making. (One example would be 

her conclusion about relationships from watching fireflies.)  

6. Kya’s intimacy with nature and animals is an integral theme in the story. If she hadn’t 

been abandoned as a child, do you think she would still have formed these close bonds 

with nature?  

7. How do you feel about the two important men in Kya’s life? How would you compare 

Chase and Tate? What do you think causes their differences: nature or nurture? What 

do you think they represent to Kya?  

8. What do you think about the speed by which Kya learns to read? Do you think it was 

believable? Were there any other aspects of the story you find hard to believe?  

9. What do you think about Kya’s decision to not return to school? How different do you 

think her life would have been if she had made the other choice? How do you think her 

experience shaped her view of the world?  

10. What is Kya’s relationship with Mabel and Jumpin’? What is it about Kya that draws 

them to her? What concepts do they teach her about the world? What do you think about 

Jumpin’s decision to protect Kya from social services?  

11. Which of the characters was the most influential in Kya’s life? And which characters did 

Kya impact the most?  

12. What does it mean for Kya to be an outsider? How does it affect her decision-making?  

13. What role does poetry play in the book? What role does it play for Tate and Kya?  

14. How is Kya’s concept of womanhood formed? And how is this concept affected by her 

observations in the marsh?  
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15. What do you think about the clear lack of women figures in Kya’s life? How do you think 

she would’ve grown up differently if she had more female role models or female 

friendships in her life?  

16. How did you view Kya at the start of the book versus the end of the book? Did your 

opinion change, and if so, how? 

17. Toward the end of the book, we learn more about Kya’s mother. With this information, 

how do you feel about Kya's mother at the end of the book compared to the start of the 

book?  

18. How do you feel about the community’s ostracizing Kya for her being an uneducated and 

weird “marsh girl”? How do you think that perspective affected the way justice was 

served?  

19. What is your reaction to the result of the trial? Why?  

20. How did you feel about the ending? How satisfied or dissatisfied were you, and why?  

 


